
1187Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Sept. 10

addicted. Our Nation should not fear faith. 
We should welcome faith into the compas-
sionate delivery of those who hurt. 

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence 
and the dignity that come from ownership. 
This administration will constantly strive to 
promote an ownership society in America. 
We want more people owning their own 
home. We have a minority homeownership 
gap in America, and I have submitted plans 
to the United States Congress to close that 
gap. We want more Americans owning and 
managing their own health care accounts. We 
want more Americans owning and managing 
their own retirement accounts. We want 
more Americans starting their own small 
business, because we understand in the Bush 
administration that when a person owns 
something, he or she has a vital stake in the 
future of our country. 

In a compassionate society, people respect 
one another, and they take responsibility for 
the decisions they make. We’re changing the 
culture of America from one that has said, 
‘‘If it feels good, just go ahead and do it,’’ 
and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, blame some-
body else,’’ to a culture in which each of us 
understands that we are responsible for the 
decisions we make in life. If you’re lucky 
enough to be a mom or a dad, you’re respon-
sible for loving your child with all your heart 
and all your soul. If you’re concerned about 
the quality of the education in your commu-
nity, you’re responsible for doing something 
about it. If you’re a CEO in corporate Amer-
ica, you are responsible for telling the truth 
to your shareholders and your employees. 
And in this new responsibility society, each 
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor 
just like we’d like to be loved ourself. 

We can see the culture of service and the 
culture of responsibility growing around us 
here in America. It was right after 9/11/2001, 
I started what’s called the USA Freedom 
Corps to encourage Americans to extend a 
compassionate hand to a neighbor in need. 
And the response has been great. Our faith-
based organizations are vibrant and strong. 
Our charities are doing well here in America. 
People understand the call to serve some-
thing greater than yourself in life, just like 
our policemen and firefighters and people 

who wear our Nation’s uniform. Once again, 
the children of America believe in heroes, 
because they see them every day. And in 
these challenging times, the world has seen 
the resolve and the courage of America. And 
I’ve been privileged to see the compassion 
and the character of the American people. 

All the tests of the last 21⁄2 years have come 
to the right nation. We’re a strong country, 
and we use our strength to defend the peace. 
We’re an optimistic country, confident in 
ourselves and in ideals better than ourselves. 
Abroad, we seek to lift up whole nations by 
spreading freedom. At home, we seek to lift 
up lives by spreading opportunity to every 
corner of America. This is the work that his-
tory has set before us. We welcome it. And 
we know that for our country and for our 
cause, the best days lie ahead. 

Thank you for coming. May God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:18 p.m. at the 
Hyatt Regency Pier Sixty-Six. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; and Charlie 
Crist, Florida State attorney general.

Presidential Determination With 
Respect to Foreign Governments’ 
Efforts Regarding Trafficking in 
Persons 

September 9, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003–35

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination with 
Respect to Foreign Governments’ Efforts 
Regarding Trafficking in Persons

Consistent with section 110 of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (Divi-
sion A of Public Law 106–386) (the ‘‘Act’’), 
I hereby: 

Make the determination provided in sec-
tion 110(d)(1)(A)(ii) of the Act, with respect 
to Burma, Cuba, Liberia, North Korea, and 
Sudan, not to provide certain funding for 
those countries’ governments for fiscal year 
2004, until such a government complies with 
the minimum standards or makes significant 
efforts to bring itself into compliance, as may 
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be determined by the Secretary of State in 
a report to the Congress pursuant to section 
110(b) of the Act; 

Make the determination provided in sec-
tion 110(d)(3) of the Act, concerning the de-
terminations of the Secretary of State with 
respect to Belize, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
the Dominican Republic, Georgia, Greece, 
Haiti, Kazakhstan, Suriname, Turkey, and 
Uzbekistan; 

Determine, consistent with section 
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to Liberia, 
that provision to Liberia of the multilateral 
assistance described in section 110(d)(1)(B) 
of the Act would promote the purposes of 
the Act or is otherwise in the national interest 
of the United States; and 

Determine, consistent with section 
110(d)(4) of the Act, with respect to Sudan 
for all programs, projects, or activities of as-
sistance as may be necessary to implement 
a peace accord, that provision to Sudan of 
the multilateral assistance described in sec-
tion 110(d)(1)(B) of the Act for such pro-
grams, projects, or activities would promote 
the purposes of the Act or is otherwise in 
the national interest of the United States. 

The certification required by section 
110(e) of the Act is provided herewith. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
submit this determination to the Congress, 
and to publish it in the Federal Register.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2003] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 10, and 
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 15.

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Sabah of Kuwait and 
an Exchange With Reporters 
September 10, 2003

The President. A couple of questions. 
First, we’ll have a couple of statements. 

It’s my honor and honor of senior mem-
bers of my administration to welcome you, 
sir, to the Oval Office. Kuwait is a steady 
and strong friend of the United States. I 
thank you for your friendship. 

This country led a vast coalition to make 
the world more secure and more peaceful, 
and Kuwait was steadfast in your support of 
our common desire to respect human life, 
to promote peace, and I want to thank you 
for that very much. We called upon you to 
make some difficult choices, and you made 
those choices, and the world is better off as 
a result of the decisions your Government 
made. So it’s my honor to welcome you here, 
sir, today. 

Prime Minister Sabah. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank the President, 
and thank you, Mr. President, for this invita-
tion and for asking us to come here. I believe 
that the discussions that I had with you were 
frank discussions, and they were discussions 
between friends, people who are friends and 
allies together. 

I would like to assure you that this friend-
ship and the alliance between our two coun-
tries and our two peoples will continue. And 
it will not be limited to the official Govern-
ment levels, but it will be also, and continue 
to be, between the people. This relationship 
will continue to exist because we strongly be-
lieve that it’s in the interest of the peoples 
in both countries as well as the region. 

Once again, Mr. President, thank you, sir, 
for this invitation. 

The President. Mr. Prime Minister. 
Terry [Terry Hunt, Associated Press]. 

PLO Prime-Minister-Designate Ahmed 
Korei 

Q. Mr. President, what’s your evaluation 
of the new Palestinian Prime Minister? Do 
you think he’s someone that you’ll be able 
to work with as well as you were able to work 
with Mr. Mahmoud Abbas? 

The President. Well, time will tell. I still 
believe strongly that two states living side by 
side in peace is a hopeful vision for the future 
of the Middle East. The roadmap is still 
there. The fundamental question is whether 
or not people, peaceful people, will be on 
the road. 

And one of the essential tenets of the road-
map is that people are responsible, parties 
need to be responsible for creating the condi-
tions necessary for peace to prevail. Probably 
the most—the most important condition for 
peace to prevail is for all parties to fight off 
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